Chapter Seven

THE FASCIST GENERAL GAYDA AND
THE JEWS

NOT SO LONG AGO THE WORLD PRESS FREQUENTLY DIS-

cussed the prospects of the Fascist General Gayda, who
at one time was regarded as the coming man in Czecho-
slovakia. For the moment, however, the Fuller of the
Germans* Austrians, Memellanders, Czechs, Slovaks and
all the inhabitants of German living-space, present and
to come, has put an end to Rudolf Gayda's political
prospects.

In the first weeks after the German invasion numerous
arrests were made, as it was desired to show the world
that Prague was a breeding-ground of Communism and
Marxism, for even the ordinary German looked with
disfavour on the conquest of Prague and he had to be
given some justification. Hitler was intended to appear as
the saviour from the Marxist terror and in this his like-
minded comrade Gayda was to help him. The Germans,
however, failed to win the sympathies even of the Czech
Fascists and the Gestapo was in an embarrassing position,
for the arrest of each Fascist resulted in a hail of protests.
It had generally been expected before this that Gayda,
who enjoyed some favour with Hitler, would finally
come into power. In the few months following the severe
territorial losses, the Fascists in Bohemia and Moravia
,   had increased their propaganda, and the formation of a
Government by Gayda had been regarded as inevitable.
President Hacha had often received Gayda and had had
long conversations with him, but his appointment as
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